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TWO WIDOWS

Ladislav Podhajskf, a young, well-to-do farmer, met, sometime ago, a young married
woman Aneka and fell in love with her. During her married life he couldn’t approach her.
But even after having been left a widow Anezka is hard to get acquainted with, living in
memories of her late husband with whom she really was not in love. Podhajsky uses
cunning to get to Anefka. He goes poaching to the hunting-ground of Karolina Zalesks,
~ a rich manorial estate owner, at whose house £1er cousin AneZka lives. A game-keeper Mumlal
arrests Podhajsky and he appears at thé_ Zileskd’s house to answer the summons. AneZka is
confused by his arrival; she knows him well, and, as a matter of fact, she loves him too, but
the memory of her deceased husband holds her back, the more so, as she fell in love with
Podhajskj during the lifetime of her old husband. She believes that she cannot yield to her
fondly attachment. The gay Karolina, who in fact prepared this situation, makes up her
mind to get the lovers together, but fails. Podhajsky, when opportunity offers, proposes to
Anezka, but she turns down his offer. Then Karolina tries to arouse Anezka’s jealousy, pre-
tending her interest in a young farmer: she dances with him at the harvest-home and gives
him even a formal kiss, Witnessing this, AneZka’s jealousy wins and the young widow goes
out of mourning, and, putting on an evening dress, she hurries back to the feast to see Pod-
hajsky kneeling in front of Karolina.

But the comedy so skillfully performed, is explained and has a happy ending for both
lovers: Podhajsky and AneZka.

Another love-affair takes place simultaneously: Tonik, Mumlal's assistant loves Lidka,
the game-keeper's daughter.

Old Mumlal, fearing that Tonik would take his joB, refuses his daughter a permit to marry

his assistant. But when the old game-keeper has been promoted, the wedding of the young

couple becomes a reality.
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Allegro moderato.
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(Karolina a Anezka odchdzeji s hlavami
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Vystup 1.

Ladislav (za scenou), pak Karolina, AneZka a pozdéji Mumlal.
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